PHYSICAL  \\D CLIMATIC

193

thrown across the val^s in times of extensne eruption
Taupo  Rotomahana  and Rotorua are the largest and best
known of these lakes    The remainder of the island to the
north is much lo\\er and its chief feature is the \\ide stretches
of sand dunes between the higher portions

FIG 87   \G\URUHOE I\ ERLPTION
The volcano is alwa\s active but periodically has outbursts of
greater violence   Note the symmetry of the cone
After this general description something more must be said
of the downs and plains since these have such an important
influence over man s activities in both islands The downs
of the North Island are really part of an elevated old sea bed
now much eroded and too rugged in general for farming
but forming excellent pastures The same ma\ be said of
the Auckland Peninsula and the foothills of the South Island
which are pastoral and more amenable to cultivation although
they shade off in the south and west to \uld districts still